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Whether you’re a homeowner, builder, architect, or developer — if there are trees

near your construction site, this eBook is for you. It will help you stay compliant and

preserve the greenery that adds value to your property.

What’s Inside

 An overview of Toronto’s tree protection laws

  Step-by-step instructions for setting up a Tree Protection Zone (TPZ)

 How to work with arborists — and why it matters

 Permit application tips (and common mistakes to avoid)

 What �nes and penalties look like

Welcome to Your 2025 Tree Protection Guide

If you’re planning to install a Tree Protection Zone, 

this guide is essential reading before you break ground.

https://treedoctors.ca/
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When starting a construction project, most of the focus goes to blueprints, permits,

and budgets. However, trees are often overlooked during the planning phase — a

mistake that can lead to project delays, regulatory violations, and unexpected repair

costs.

Mature trees provide essential bene�ts such as shade, cooling, stormwater

management, and air �ltration. More importantly for property owners, trees can

signi�cantly enhance curb appeal and increase property value, sometimes by as

much as 10 to 15%.

Toronto’s urban canopy o�ers more than just visual appeal. Unfortunately,

construction-related damage to trees is often invisible until it’s irreversible. Roots can

be severed during excavation, soil compacted by heavy machinery, and trunks

injured by improper equipment use. These impacts can compromise a tree’s health

and stability, often leading to premature decline or death.

Why Tree Protection Matters in Construction Projects

https://treedoctors.ca/
https://treedoctors.ca/?utm_source=ebook&utm_campaign=tpz
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Managing Roots Impact

https://treedoctors.ca/
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That’s why the City of Toronto doesn’t take chances when it comes to protecting

trees. With strict bylaws and active enforcement — including steep �nes for violations

— the city makes it clear: if you’re building near trees, you’re responsible for

protecting them.

The good news?  With proper

planning and adherence to best practices, preserving trees can be an integrated part

of the construction process. It all comes down to understanding your responsibilities

and working with the right professionals.

Tree protection doesn’t have to be di�cult or expensive.

https://treedoctors.ca/
https://treedoctors.ca/?utm_source=ebook&utm_campaign=tpz
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Understanding Toronto’s Tree Protection Rules

Toronto takes pride in its urban forest — and it shows in the city’s policies. From

sprawling ravines to residential lots, tree protection is legally enforced, not optional.

If you’re planning any kind of excavation, demolition, or construction near trees,

understanding these rules can save you signi�cant time, money, and frustration.

At the heart of Toronto’s approach are several key bylaws. The most commonly

triggered during residential or commercial builds include: 

  ●  The Toronto Private Tree Bylaw  

  ●  The Street Tree Bylaw 

  ●   The Ravine and Natural Feature Protection Bylaw 

Even plans to store materials, change grade levels, or operate equipment near a

protected tree may require prior approval. In many cases, you’ll need to submit a

Tree Protection Plan prepared by a certi�ed arborist along with your construction

permit application.

Failing to comply is not a minor infraction — �nes can reach up to ,

not including potential delays, rework, or required tree replacements. 

$100,000 per tree

Understanding the regulations, securing the right permits, and working with quali�ed

professionals to develop a Tree Protection Plan helps minimize risk and keep your

project on track.

Each comes with its own set of requirements depending on 

. For example, if you have a tree on private property that measures

30 cm or more in diameter at breast height, you must apply for a permit before

removing or injuring it. Trees on neighboring properties — and even city-owned trees

near your site — are also protected. This means your construction activities can

impact trees you don’t own and still trigger legal responsibilities.

where the tree is located

and how large it is

https://treedoctors.ca/
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Sediment control barriers for use over tree root zone

https://treedoctors.ca/
https://treedoctors.ca/?utm_source=ebook&utm_campaign=tpz
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Urban Forestry TPZ Root Protection

Understanding the relevant bylaws starts with knowing how they’re enforced.

 actively monitors construction sites to ensure

compliance with tree protection regulations. Even after a permit is issued, follow-up

inspections are conducted to con�rm that your  is in place and

being followed.

Toronto’s Urban Forestry division

Tree Protection Plan

The penalties for damaging or removing protected trees are substantial. In addition

to �nes, your project may be delayed, and you could be required to replace the

damaged tree, often with one of equal value or size, which can signi�cantly increase

costs and complexity. That’s why consulting a certi�ed arborist early in the planning

process is critical. It ensures your project aligns with tree protection laws and avoids

costly setbacks.

Protect your trees before you dig — or be prepared to pay for the damage later.

https://treedoctors.ca/
https://treedoctors.ca/?utm_source=ebook&utm_campaign=tpz
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A Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) is a designated area around a tree designed to protect

its roots, trunk, and canopy from construction damage. It functions as a protective

area around the tree to prevent damage during construction activities,

 its health and

stability.

 Failing to

maintain the TPZ can result in damage to the tree, potentially a�ecting

A tree’s root system extends much further than its visible canopy, making it

necessary to protect a broader area. While you see the trunk and canopy, the roots

often stretch two to three times wider than the branches. That’s why the city uses a

calculated method to determine how far the TPZ needs to extend.

For instance, a 30 cm tree requires , and trees

in ravine-protected areas require even more,  , depending on the

species and conditions.

at least 2.4 meters of protected radius

up to 12 meters

The City of Toronto uses the diameter of the tree’s trunk measured at 1.4 meters

above ground to determine the appropriate radius for a TPZ.

A Tree Protection Zone is a designated area around a tree designed to protect its

roots, trunk, and canopy from construction damage. It acts as a no-go zone,

preventing disruption to the most sensitive parts of the tree — including its root

system, which is critical to overall health and stability.

What Is a TPZ and How Do You Set One Up?

https://treedoctors.ca/
https://treedoctors.ca/?utm_source=ebook&utm_campaign=tpz
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 Intended to protect its roots, trunk, and 40% canopy cover from construction

damage. It functions as a protective area around the tree to prevent damage

during construction activities. Failing to maintain the TPZ can damage crossing

 In some cases, , like plywood and mulch layers, if

access is necessary

horizontal root protection

In essence, a Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) serves as a lifeline for urban trees,

safeguarding their root systems and ensuring their longevity. By respecting and

maintaining these zones, construction projects can move forward without

compromising the health of Toronto’s green infrastructure. Prioritizing TPZ

compliance not only meets legal requirements but also contributes to a healthier,

more resilient urban environment for future generations.

Setting up a TPZ isn’t just about fending o� a random circle. It must include:

Throughout the construction process, the Tree Protection Zone should be regularly

inspected for any breaches or disturbances. Any damage to the tree’s root system or

trunk, such as soil compaction, excavation, or equipment tra�c within the TPZ, can

signi�cantly a�ect the tree’s health.

If construction work necessitates access to the TPZ, temporary protective measures

such as plywood or mulch should be used to shield the roots.

Proper monitoring and maintenance of the TPZ are essential for preserving the tree’s

health and ensuring that your project remains in compliance with municipal

regulations. Regular consultation with a certi�ed arborist is highly recommended to

address concerns and ensure that the tree remains protected throughout the

construction process.

https://treedoctors.ca/
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Minimum Tree Protection Distance Requirements

https://treedoctors.ca/
https://treedoctors.ca/?utm_source=ebook&utm_campaign=tpz
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Failing to follow these steps can lead to project delays or �nes.  It’s important to

ensure that your tree protection zones are properly established and maintained

throughout the entire construction process. Failure to do so could lead to penalties

and damage to crucial urban trees. 

At Tree Doctors, we specialize in understanding and complying with all tree

protection requirements in Toronto.  Our team can help make certain that your

construction projects comply fully, preserving both the health of trees and the

integrity of your development.

https://treedoctors.ca/
https://treedoctors.ca/?utm_source=ebook&utm_campaign=tpz
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Permits, Reports & Planning Documents You’ll Need

Proper documentation is essential for tree protection compliance, and missing

paperwork can delay your project. Before breaking ground, you’ll need to submit

several documents as part of your construction permit application, especially if you’re

working near regulated trees. These aren’t just checkboxes, they’re legal

requirements enforced by Toronto’s Urban Forestry division.

Before breaking ground, you’ll need to 

, especially if you’re working near regulated trees.

These aren't just checkboxes, they’re legal requirements enforced by Toronto’s Urban

Forestry division.

submit several documents as part of your

construction  permit application

Every construction project that could impact trees must include a Tree Protection

Plan (TPP). This is a detailed document that visually shows the location of the trees,

their size, and how they’ll be protected. It’s more than just a sketch — it must

accurately re�ect the site layout, tree sizes, canopy spreads, and proposed protective

barriers. .A certi�ed ISA arborist must assist in preparing this plan

If you plan to remove or prune any trees, you’ll need to submit a 

. This permit ensures that your tree-related activities comply

with Toronto’s municipal bylaws.

Tree

Removal/Pruning Permit

In addition to the TPP, you’ll also need an Arborist Report, which provides an expert

analysis of each tree’s health, species, and vulnerability. This report supports your

application and helps Urban Forestry decide whether to issue a permit for tree injury

or removal, or if replanting is required.

It doesn’t end there. The city may also require a tree guarantee deposit, a �nancial

security to ensure you follow through on tree protection and replanting

commitments. These deposits can range from a few hundred to tens of thousands of

dollars, depending on the size and species of the tree.

https://treedoctors.ca/
https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/building-construction/tree-ravine-protection-permits/how-to-apply-for-a-tree-or-ravine-permit/
https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/building-construction/tree-ravine-protection-permits/how-to-apply-for-a-tree-or-ravine-permit/


2025 Guide to Tree Protection for Toronto Construction Projects

Page 14

TreeDoctors.ca

Here’s the takeaway:

You can’t a�ord to skip the paperwork. 

.

Getting your documents in order keeps your

project legal, streamlines approval, avoids rework and shows neighbors and

inspectors that you’re taking environmental stewardship seriously

Tree Protection Plan

https://treedoctors.ca/
https://treedoctors.ca/?utm_source=ebook&utm_campaign=tpz
https://treedoctors.ca/?utm_source=ebook&utm_campaign=tpz


2025 Guide to Tree Protection for Toronto Construction Projects

Page 15

TreeDoctors.ca

First, arborists provide expert guidance on how to design and execute your project

without violating Toronto’s tree protection bylaws. They understand how tree roots

behave, which species are particularly vulnerable to construction stress, and how to

work around trees instead of disrupting them. Their advice can help you make small

adjustments to the project layout now that can save you from signi�cant issues down

the road.

Second, when working with , having an 

on your team makes the process smoother. These professionals know how to

navigate the city’s regulations and can help clarify potential issues before they turn

into violations.

Toronto Urban Forestry ISA-certi�ed arborist

Third, your arborist will act as your .

They can monitor Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) barriers, supervise excavation near

roots, perform necessary pruning, and issue the detailed documentation required to

ensure compliance, keeping you in good standing with the city and your neighbors.

on-the-ground advocate during construction

Make sure you choose an arborist who is , experienced in urban

construction, and ideally based in the Greater Toronto Area (GTA). They should be

familiar with  and  and have

successfully submitted Tree Protection Plans in the past.

ISA-certi�ed

Toronto’s Tree Protection Policy Speci�cations

If you’re serious about protecting your trees and keeping your construction timeline

on track, bringing an arborist on board is essential. Most of the required documents

we discussed earlier must be prepared or signed o� by a .certi�ed arborist

Why You Need an Arborist (And How to Choose the Right One)

https://treedoctors.ca/
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Tree Protection During Construction: 
Keeping Your Site Compliant

Construction sites are dynamic environments with many moving parts, and

maintaining compliance while protecting trees requires close attention to detail.

That’s why maintaining the Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) is . Barriers

must remain in place, signage must stay visible, and the protected area must be left

completely undisturbed — no vehicles, no material storage, no shortcuts

non-negotiable

In some cases, limited access to the TPZ may be unavoidable, for example, when

tunneling utility lines or working on a foundation near a tree. In such situations, the

city typically requires:

Another common and often overlooked threat is soil compaction. Even without

excavation, repeatedly walking or driving over root zones can compress the soil,

reduce oxygen �ow, and slowly su�ocate tree roots.

Clear communication is essential. Ensure your , , and

 understand TPZ boundaries and the consequences of non-

compliance. Keep your arborist involved throughout the project, especially before

major changes or ground disturbance.

site foreman crews

subcontractors

Protecting trees and giving them proper management during construction isn’t just a

box you tick once. It’s a commitment you maintain until the �nal inspection.

● Supervision by a certi�ed arborist

● Exploratory root digging using tools like air spades or hydro-vacs

● Approved root pruning techniques

https://treedoctors.ca/
https://wwv.isa-arbor.com/store/product/139
https://wwv.isa-arbor.com/store/product/139
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Post-construction is a critical phase where maintaining tree protection continues to

be important. After all the careful planning and protection during construction, it only

takes 

to undo months of good work.

a single irrigation trench, a pile of topsoil, or a compacted walkway installation

First, . The City of Toronto requires

approval for TPZ removal after landscaping is completed. Removing barriers early,

even by a day, can trigger compliance issues and potential �nes.

do not remove your TPZ barriers prematurely

Second, treat your protected trees like patients in recovery. Construction is a major

stressor, even when done carefully. Trees may not show visible symptoms for

months, but below the surface, root damage, soil disruption, and water stress are

real and ongoing.

This is where . A post-construction tree health

assessment is recommended and sometimes required to evaluate structural stability,

check for disease or pests, and prescribe treatments like soil aeration, mulching, or

deep watering.

your arborist re-enters the picture

Once the landscaping is complete and your arborist gives the green light, Urban

Forestry can approve barrier removal and release any held deposits assuming the

trees are in good condition.

There’s one �nal phase that often gets overlooked is 

.

landscaping and post-

construction care

Landscaping & Post-Construction: Helping Trees 
Recover and Thrive

https://treedoctors.ca/
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   (especially within

the drip line). 

 Trees often have expansive root zones, and planting incompatible

species near them can lead to root competition for essential nutrients and

water.

Choose plants that won’t compete with your preserved trees

Select plants that are compatible with the existing tree canopy and

root system.

   like mulch or porous pavers around trees to maintain

healthy soil moisture and air�ow.

Use permeable materials

  in the �nal stages. Applying

a thick layer of mulch around trees helps retain moisture in the soil and

regulates temperature �uctuations.

Skip the compactors and backhoes near trunk seven 

   of landscaping, be cautious when using heavy machinery

near the trunk of preserved trees. Avoid using compactors or backhoes within

the tree’s root zone, especially near the trunk, as this can damage or compact

the soil, reducing oxygen �ow to the roots.

During the �nal stages

 Once landscaping is complete, it’s important to 

of your preserved trees. Regular inspections by an arborist can help identify any

early signs of stress, disease, or pest infestation.

continue monitoring the health

 Even after landscaping, ,

especially during ongoing construction or landscaping activities. This ensures

that no further damage occurs to the tree roots or structure.

 maintain tree protection zones around preserved trees

: Tree protection doesn’t end when the construction equipment leaves.

Ongoing care and attention are crucial to preserving the trees’ health and the long-

term value they bring to your property.

Remember

As you design your �nal landscape, be sure to:

https://treedoctors.ca/
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Quick Reference Checklist

 A single overlooked detail can result in violations,

project delays, or irreversible .

Tree protection isn’t about checking boxes, it’s about staying proactive and

thoughtful every step of the way.

tree damage

Before construction begins, the smartest move you can make is to 

 in the planning process. Their expertise ensures that your Tree

Protection Plan and Arborist Report meet the city’s expectations, 

. With these documents in place, and your injury

or removal permits properly submitted, you’ll be positioned to begin work without

surprises.

bring in a certi�ed

arborist early

saving you from

permit rejections or costly revisions

Once the project is underway, 

Crews must be fully aware that equipment, materials, and even foot tra�c are

forbidden inside these zones. If temporary access is approved, proper protective

layers like plywood and mulch need to be installed to prevent root damage. These

details are often forgotten in the chaos of a live construction site, but they’re what

inspectors notice �rst.

your TPZ isn’t just a visual barrier, it’s a legal boundary.

As the dust settles and construction wraps up, 

, but don’t rush it. Urban Forestry will need to sign o� before

TPZ removal, and your arborist should revisit the site to assess any potential issues.

They may recommend treatments to restore soil health or identify signs of stress that

aren’t yet visible. 

it’s tempting to tear down those

barriers and move on

This post-construction care isn’t just good practice, it’s often

required.

Once you’ve completed your landscaping and inspections, and your trees are stable

and thriving, you’ll be able to request the release of any deposits or guarantees held

by the city. Remember, 

 Continued monitoring and seasonal care ensure that your preserved trees stay

healthy for years to come.

your responsibility doesn’t end when the last tool is packed

up.

https://treedoctors.ca/
https://treesaregood.org/Portals/0/TreesAreGood_Avoid%20Damage%20During%20Construction_0721.pdf
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Tree Protection Responsibilities by Phase:

https://treedoctors.ca/
https://treedoctors.ca/?utm_source=ebook&utm_campaign=tpz
https://treedoctors.ca/?utm_source=ebook&utm_campaign=tpz
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What the City Looks for: Inspection & Compliance

Once your Tree Protection Plan is submitted and your TPZs are in place, it’s easy to

assume you’re in the clear. In reality, 

 This is where many projects hit unexpected snags.

Urban Forestry doesn’t just review your plans,

they check your site.

Before any work begins, the City may conduct a pre-construction inspection to

con�rm that all tree protection measures have been implemented exactly as

approved. If barriers are missing, signage isn’t in place, or the TPZ is smaller than

required, your project may be delayed until the issues are resolved.

What makes this even more important is that Urban Forestry can and often will

conduct additional inspections throughout construction. These are typically

unannounced, and they’re checking for things like damage to trees, compromised

hoarding, soil compaction within the TPZ, or unauthorized activity near root zones.

To remain compliant, the TPZ must remain intact from start to �nish. Removing,

shifting, or even slightly altering the barrier without written permission is grounds for

a violation and yes, that includes landscaping phases too. In many cases, �nal

approval is required before the barriers can be removed and deposits returned.

Inspections are conducted to ensure that tree protection measures are followed, as

tree damage is irreversible. That’s why compliance isn’t just a good-faith gesture; it’s a

requirement monitored by people with the authority to stop your job cold.  Tree

damage can lead to costly �nes, project delays, and, in some cases, even legal action. 

Failing to meet tree protection standards can also harm your reputation, which could

impact future projects. Keeping your tree protection measures up to code

demonstrates that you're committed to environmental responsibility and

professionalism. Remember, the long-term health of urban trees is essential to

maintaining Toronto’s green spaces and biodiversity, so it's in everyone’s best

interest to adhere to these regulations.

https://treedoctors.ca/
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Tree Protection Guarantees and Financial Deposits

While planning for construction, most people expect to deal with design fees, permit

costs, and contractor payments. What often catches them o� guard is that the City of

Toronto may also require �nancial deposits sometimes substantial ones to ensure

your compliance with tree protection rules.

These deposits fall into two main categories: the  and the

. Both serve a clear purpose to hold you �nancially accountable

for following through on your tree-related obligations.

Tree Protection Guarantee

Tree Planting Security

The Tree Protection Guarantee functions as a kind of “performance bond”. If a tree

protected by bylaw is damaged during your project, or if Urban Forestry �nds you’ve

failed to maintain proper protection throughout construction, the City may withhold

this deposit to fund remedial work, such as new plantings or removal of damaged

trees. In some cases, the cost of replacement can reach tens of thousands of dollars,

especially for large, mature specimens.

Meanwhile, Tree Planting Security comes into play when your permit conditions

require replanting. This deposit typically covers not just the installation of new trees,

but also the cost of maintaining them for up to two years. The City holds this money

to ensure that your replacements survive and thrive not just survive on paper.

These deposits are only refunded after Urban Forestry has veri�ed full compliance.

That includes ensuring your TPZs remain intact during construction, your trees are

healthy and stable afterward, and any required plantings have been completed and

maintained properly.

, and that request can only

happen once the City has inspected and approved the site. Timing matters too Urban

Forestry typically conducts these �nal inspections during the growing season, so

don’t wait until winter to ask for your money back.

It’s your responsibility to request the return of these funds

https://treedoctors.ca/
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What Happens When You Violate Tree Protection Rules?

Even with the best intentions, not every project unfolds smoothly.

Miscommunication, unexpected site conditions, or a moment of oversight can lead to

a violation of Toronto’s tree protection rules. What happens next is what truly

matters because violations don’t quietly disappear. They trigger consequences.

The moment  a breach, whether it's unauthorized root

cutting, encroachment into the TPZ, or removal of barriers without the response is

swift. Typically, a compliance order is issued, which might include a demand for

immediate corrective action, additional inspections, or documentation to assess the

extent of the damage.

Urban Forestry identi�es

If the violation is severe, or if it’s clear that the damage was preventable the City may

escalate. This can include monetary penalties, with �nes reaching up to 

. In the most serious cases, charges can be laid under the Municipal

Code, and a judge may impose not only �nes but also orders to replace trees, restore

the site, or compensate for the ecological value lost.

$100,000 per

a�ected tree

What makes things even more challenging is that the responsibility doesn’t fall only

on the homeowner or developer. Contractors, architects, site supervisors, and

subcontractors can also be held accountable, especially if it’s found that they ignored

or removed protection measures knowingly.

This is why it’s so important to keep communication �owing across the entire team,

from arborist to excavator. Clear signage, regular walkthroughs, and documented

inspections can go a long way toward preventing issues or proving that you acted in

good faith if something does go wrong.

https://treedoctors.ca/
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As you’ve discovered throughout this guide, not all trees respond the same way to

disturbance. However, when it comes to construction stress, some species are

particularly sensitive and if these trees are present on your site, the stakes are even

higher.

Certain species simply do not tolerate root disruption, soil compaction, or canopy

damage. Their biology leaves little room for adaptation, and even minor

environmental changes can trigger a downward spiral one that even post-

construction care may not reverse.

Toronto’s Urban Forestry division recognizes this and provides clear guidance on

species that require . These

include familiar trees like , among

others. These species tend to su�er root shock easily and are slower to recover from

pruning or soil change.

extra-wide Tree Protection Zones and heightened caution

sugar maples, red oaks, white pines, and tulip trees

If your construction site contains any of these trees especially if they’re mature 

 What might normally be a 3-meter TPZ could become 6, 9, or

even 12 meters, depending on the species, size, and site context.

Urban

Forestry may expand the required protection zone far beyond the minimums

outlined in the bylaw.

In these cases, your arborist becomes even more essential not just for planning, but

for negotiating practical solutions that maintain compliance without stalling your

build. This might include alternate construction techniques like tunneling utilities,

building on pier foundations, or even redesigning the footprint of a structure.

It’s also worth noting that damaging one of these sensitive species can carry higher

ecological and �nancial penalties.

High-Risk Tree Species: What Needs 
Special Protection and Why

https://treedoctors.ca/


2025 Guide to Tree Protection for Toronto Construction Projects

Page 26

TreeDoctors.ca

So before you assume all trees can be treated the same, take a close look at what’s

growing on and around your property. 

 And in many cases, it’s what separates a compliant, successful

project from a costly, delayed one.

Knowing your trees isn’t just good practice, it’s

good protection.

Absolutely! Here's a clear and informative table that summarizes the key points from

your text. This table can be placed alongside or directly below the section in your

eBook to help readers quickly understand the 

.

importance of species-speci�c

protection

High-Risk Tree Species & Construction Sensitivity

https://treedoctors.ca/
https://treedoctors.ca/?utm_source=ebook&utm_campaign=tpz
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Why It Matters

As you assess your construction site and the trees present, understand that not all

species react the same way to disruption, especially when it comes to urban

environments. Some trees are naturally more resilient and can withstand minor

disturbances like soil compaction or pruning. 

However, others, especially those that are slower-growing or have deeper root

systems, are highly sensitive to even slight changes in their environment. For

example, mature sugar maples and red oaks often struggle with root damage

because their roots are essential to their nutrient uptake and overall stability. 

Any disruption can cause severe damage to their health, often making recovery

di�cult or impossible. Therefore, when working near these sensitive species, more

extensive protection measures are necessary to ensure their long-term survival.

https://treedoctors.ca/
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Approved TPZ Sign in Toronto and the GTA

In the Greater Toronto Area (GTA), an approved Tree Protection Zone (TPZ) sign is

required on construction sites or near development activity to comply with municipal

by-laws that protect trees. Signs must be posted before construction starts. The

latest approved sign template and language with the city’s

Urban Forestry or Planning Division. Here’s a summary of how TPZ signage is typically

handled across these cities:

should be con�rmed 

  Must post a “Tree

Protection Zone” sign on all sides of the hoarding or fencing around the TPZ. The sign

must be visible and weather-resistant, often laminated. Wording must clearly state

“Tree Protection Zone – Do Not Enter”. Placement: One sign per fence side, ideally

near any pedestrian or construction access.

Toronto (City of Toronto Urban Forestry) Signage Requirements:

https://treedoctors.ca/
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 Follows standard tree-hoarding signage

practices similar to Toronto. Must indicate: No entry, no material storage, or

equipment within the zone. “Tree Protection Area” or “TPZ – Do Not Disturb”. Usually

coordinated through Tree Preservation Plan approval.

Brampton (City of Brampton Urban Forestry):

Generally follow similar

TPZ sign standards based on ISA and MTO guidelines. Most require: TPZ perimeter

fencing with a clearly visible sign. Wording such as “Tree Protection Zone – No Entry,

No Storage, No Excavation” is typically required.

Other GTA Cities (e.g., Vaughan, Richmond Hill, Markham): 

TPZ signage is part of their Tree

Protection Hoarding Detail. Sign must include: City logo (if city tree), "TREE

PROTECTION ZONE" in bold, A warning message such as “Do not move or remove

fencing. Do not place material inside.” Requirements included in permit conditions if

applicable.

Mississauga (Urban Forestry, Forestry Section): 

https://treedoctors.ca/
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Good tree protection is good construction. It shows respect for your property, your

neighbors, and your city. It keeps you compliant, reduces costly rework, and leaves

you with a site that feels complete and cared for, not just built.

If you’re feeling overwhelmed by all this, that’s where we come in. At Tree Doctors,

we make the process easy from site assessments and reports to full TPZ setup and

compliance support. You focus on building, we’ll protect the trees.

You can also visit   to get started right now.TreeDoctors.ca

Final Thoughts

Let’s talk.

Ñ  or

§ 

Call us at (416) 201-8000

Email info@treedoctors.ca

https://treedoctors.ca/
https://treedoctors.ca/
https://treedoctors.ca/
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1. Toronto Tree Protection Regulations: https://www.toronto.ca/data/parks

2. City of Toronto Bylaws:   https://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/municode/1184_813.pdf

3. Tree and Ravine Protection: https://www.toronto.ca/services-payments/building-

construction/tree-ravine-protection-permits/

4. TPZ Installation Services: https://treedoctors.ca/tree-protection-zone-installation 

5. Arborist Certi�cation: https://www.isa-arbor.com/Credentials/ISA-Certi�ed-Arborist

6. Mississauga Tree Protection Standards: https://www.mississauga.ca/publication/

tree-preservation-and-protection-standards/

7. Markham Pre-construction Requirements: https://www.markham.ca/sites/default/

�les/wps/wcm/connect/markham/2601ecd7-a11d-4036-9e0f-

490f2a61d96e/Tree%2BAssessment%2Band%2BPreservation%2BPlan%2B%2528TAP

P%2529%2BRequirements%2B2024.pdf

8. Brampton Tree Regulations: https://www.brampton.ca/EN/residents/Trees/pages/

tree-regulations.aspx
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